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Food Safety: Protecting You from Foodborne Illness 

NORWALK, Ohio— Huron County Public Health (HCPH)’s Food Safety Program serves as a tool to 

reduce the risk of possible food-borne illness outbreaks in Huron County. HCPH’s Food Safety 

Program enforces policies and regulations for licensure, food inspections, and food safety education 

in compliance with rules established in the Ohio Uniform Food Safety Code and by the Ohio 

Department of Agriculture (ODA), the Ohio Department of Health (ODH), and the Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA). Core components of HCPH’s Food Program include:  

• Professionally Trained Staff: HCPH employs three Registered Environmental Health Specialists 

(REHSs) that work in the agency’s Food Program. The “REHS” credential is a national 

credential which environmental health workers achieve by obtaining an approved college 

degree and meeting a set of defined competencies (evidenced through testing and on the 

job training and maintained through ongoing education). REHSs carryout and enforce laws 

and policies for licensure, food inspections, and Food Safety Education. 

• Licensure Requirements: All food service operations (restaurants, bar & grills, catering 

services) and retail food establishments (gas stations, carryout’s, grocery stores, meat 

markets) serving, preparing/handling, or selling food for a fee are required by law to be 

licensed by the local health district, and demonstrate proof of compliance with the Ohio 

Uniform Food Safety Code, the Ohio Revised Code (ORC) and Ohio Administrative Code 

(OAC). 

• Regular Food Facility Inspections: HCPH REHSs conduct regular, unannounced inspections of 

restaurants and other retail food establishments which allow HCPH to ensure that each food 

service location in Huron County is remaining compliant with all food preparation and food 

safety laws.  

 

 



• Food Safety Education: HCPH is an approved provider of two Certified Food Protection 

courses that meet state and national standards for food service employees. These courses 

are designed for managers, food service employees, and daycare providers.  

Why Food Safety Matters: Food Safety Laws & Programs Protect Your Health  

Many different disease-causing germs can contaminate foods; researchers have identified more 

than 250 of them. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates that each year, 1 

in 6 Americans get sick from contaminated food or beverages and 3,000 die from foodborne 

illnesses.  

The importance of the practices, laws, and policies of local health departments’ food safety 

programs are to ensure that food service operations are maintaining the highest levels of safety 

standards as well as hygienic practices of employees and all equipment used within the facility. 

Ensuring that these entities comply with the safety standards aid in the prevention and reduction of 

illnesses and death related to foodborne illness.  

For instance, Ohio Administrative Code OAC 3717-1-05.1(L) outlines the requirements of the location 

and placement of handwashing sinks, stating that “a handwashing sink shall be located to allow 

convenient use by employees in food preparation, food dispensing, and warewashing areas; and in, 

or immediately adjacent to, toilet rooms.”  

To allow our residents to make informed decisions about protecting themselves from foodborne 

illness, HCPH makes restaurants and other retail food establishments inspection reports for facilities 

located in Huron County and the City of Bellevue available online at: 

https://www.healthspace.com/Clients/Ohio/Huron/Huron_Web_Live.nsf. 

Furthering Our Work: HCPH Receives $26,500.00 in Food Safety Grant Funding  

To further the agency’s work in this area, HCPH is excited to announce that the agency has recently 

been awarded a Food Standardization Grant through the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 

This grant, totaling $26,500.00 will fund wages and education expenses associated with completing 

the nine Voluntary National Retail Food Regulatory Program Standards regulated by the FDA. These 

standards provide a foundation and system upon which HCPH will work to continuously improve 

regulation of food service and retail food establishments to ultimately reduce factors that cause and 

contribute to foodborne illnesses. This grant began in February 2022 and runs through December 

2022.  

2022 Gold Plate Awards 

HCPH would also like to announce the availability of applications for the Food Safety Program’s Gold 

Plate Awards. The Gold Plate Award is an acknowledgement given by HCPH to food facilities that 

have demonstrated excellent food safety practices. This award was temporarily paused due to 

COVID-19, but applications for licensed food facilities to apply are now available on HCPH’s website 

at https://www.huroncohealth.com/food-program. Applications are due to HCPH by March 15, 2022. 
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